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Structure of this talk

ÁWhat is intercropping?

ÁWhat are the advantages of intercropping?

ÁWhat are the challenges of intercropping?

ÁResearch needs?
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Intercropping

ÁCultivation of multiple (usually two) crop species in a 
field at the same time

ÁRelay intercropping: cultivation of two crop species with 
partially overlapping growing periods
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Species 1

Species 2

Species 1

ÁReason: to increase yield and resource use efficiency

ÁIntercropping can work under different conditions for 
very different reasons

ÁPerformance depends on genotype * genotype * 
environment * management interaction



Intercropping and crop/tree mixture along the Yellow River in Gansu, China (photo: Li Long)



Ecological processesin agro-ecosystemsand 
landscapes ςimportancefor and of family 
farms









Wheat - maize

Thereis an incrediblediversity of systems

Photo: Zhang Fusuo



Wheat - Soybean

Thereis an incrediblediversity of systems


